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Update from the Dean

As we look toward the Christmas break, we find that change, again, is on the horizon. The
Vice-Chancellor’s email to staff and PGRs last week outlined updates to the way we are
operating on campus. We are now wearing face coverings in shops, in public indoor spaces,
and we are also mandating the use of face coverings in teaching and learning spaces.
However, much remains the same for PGRs. The Library and research facilities remain open
and, even with Government guidance to work from home, anyone needing access to
campus to conduct their research can continue to do so.  But I realise that for those of you
reliant on external facilities, archives and collections, your research might be curtailed so
we will keep monitoring the wider situation for PGRs.

I met with key colleagues and GSA reps today for a snap meeting of the PGR Covid Contingency Group. We will be
emailing you ASAP with the complete list of measures that we think are needed at this point. Briefly, we are now
trying to add in extra flexibility to key steps in the PGR lifecycle. For example, face-to-face TAP, progression and vivas
can go ahead this week as planned if participants agree and social distancing is observed or you can move online.
Online vivas can be agreed at departmental level without permission from the Standing Committee on Assessment
(SCA). Temporary Remote Research (TRR) for Oct 21 and Jan 22 starters can be extended to 6 April 2022 via your
department. For more details, check the email that we will be sending out. And the caveat is that current
arrangements could change at short notice, if the government advice is updated…..

The main messages now are around getting your booster vaccination and continuing to test. We’re encouraging
everyone to take regular Lateral Flow tests over the holidays and especially before the return to campus after the
winter break. I have now been jabbed three times (2xAZ and 1xModerna)  - it was quick and painless.

Today’s fun task for me is looking through the many poster applications we received for the PhD Spotlight
Competition. The 10 finalists will be showcasing their research in January at the York Talks event. Don’t forget to book
your place. And this week, we will be launching a new PhD scholarship scheme aimed at widening access to
Postgraduate Research which is my personal passion project and a strategic priority for the University.

If you’re starting to think of new year resolutions, our blog focuses this month on how you can get the most out of
your PhD. Plus, Janice, our dedicated postgraduate careers consultant, outlines our support in helping you plan for
what happens after your research programme - see the items below.

I hope you’re able to take some time to relax and be with loved ones over the vacation.

Season’s greetings,
Kate

What’s on, what’s open and support available during the break

Find out what’s on, what’s open, and who’s available to help during the winter break. See Library opening times,
campus catering opening, and check the MyUoY app or student events page for what’s happening. Plus, the usual
sources of help and support are available.
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Improving opportunities for under-represented postgraduate researchers

The University of York is leading a region-wide project to help improve opportunities for under-represented
postgraduate students. The University is part of the Yorkshire Consortium for Equity in Doctoral Education (YCEDE)
which has been awarded funding from the Office for Students and Research England to tackle ethnic inequalities in
access to postgraduate research.

● Find out about YCEDE

Sign up for the YGRS induction

New or nearly-new to York? Want a summary of the professional support
available? Learn what it is like to be a York researcher and find out how the
University supports you at the next YGRS induction event on Tuesday 18
January 2022.

You’ll get to meet other new PGRs, as well as have the chance to chat with
staff and current PGRs.

● Sign up to attend the online YGRS induction event

Are you making the most of your PhD?

Sign up to join our Postgraduate Careers Consultant, Janice Simpson, in the new year in a session outlining all the
opportunities and experiences you can get involved in to really make the most of your PhD. You’ll also receive support
on how to plan and prioritise your activities so you don’t become overwhelmed.

● Sign up for the researcher development session on Tuesday 25 January

Whether you’re working towards a career plan, facing a change of plan, or still not sure what you want to do, the
Careers and Placements team at York is here to support you. Read Janice’s latest YGRS blog post So what are you going
to do when you finish your PhD? for pointers on taking the time to research your options, thinking about what you
have to offer, and what’s important to you.

Planning to teach?

Before you can teach at York, you will need to complete our Introduction to Teaching and Learning course. This
allows you to acquire the knowledge and skills to establish yourself as a confident, enthusiastic and effective teacher
and is an induction into Higher Education teaching and into working as a Graduate Teaching Assistant at York. The
training comprises two weeks of self-study and a face-to-face (or online) seminar.

● Introduction to teaching and learning

Get involved with York research
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Join us at our key University showcase event to find out more about
York’s research in bite-size 15 minute talks. Topics this year range from
healthy eating in schools to tropical forests and South Asian literature -
and much more.

You can also support your PGR colleagues as they compete in the PhD
Spotlight poster competition.

● Book free tickets to YorkTalks 2022

L’Oréal-UNESCO For Women in Science Rising Talent Programme

The 2022 L’Oréal-UNESCO For Women in Science UK & Ireland Rising Talent Programme awards five outstanding
early-career women scientists a grant of £15,000 to support their research in the fields of Physical Sciences,
Engineering, Mathematics and Computer Science, Life Sciences and Sustainable Development.

● Find out more about the scheme

British Library Doctoral Open Days open for bookings

The British Library Doctoral Open Days are aimed at first-year PhD students to explain the practicalities of using the
Library and accessing its resources. There are a series of webinars plus two practical on-site events that will enable
students to obtain their Reader Pass and meet fellow students and Library curators.

● Book your place on the Open Days

Recent opportunities on the blog:

● Think tank internships and jobs
● BBSRC: professional internships for PhD students
● Help make Pint of Science happen

All these news items and more can be found on the Research Student Community blog
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